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The Treaty of Lisbon: Implementing the Institutional Innovations.

Public opinion resonance. 
EPC, EGMONT and CEPS made the joint study “The Treaty of Lisbon, Implementing the Institutional Innovations”. Succes of these innovations 
does also depends on the way in which the provisions are implemented. The three Brussels-based think tanks hope that main institutional and
policy domeins mentioned in the study will find resonance amoung political leaders and public opinion.     
Main institutional and policy domeins
- The European Parliament.
- The European Commission.
- The Presidency of the Council.
- Qualified Majority Voting in the Council (QMV).
- National Parliaments.
- Enhanced Cooperation.
- Foreign Policy.
“FeelingEurope” did inquire after opinions amoung citizens and recorded the following results:    
Public opinion resonance
Both the Treaty and provisions must contribute to norms within the EU and through that also for the citizens of Europe. Anyway, the requirement should be that the content must strengthen peace and democracy and promote welfare. Presence of valuable values that citizens wants is a part that is a good example. 
Balance between the present peace, democracy and welfare versus weak sides and paradoxes of globalization looks a very important issue. For this, continious attention is asked. If the Treaty and provisions are “complete” for the time, owns the correct articles for the present and future to execute measures if necessary and there is talk of clearness, then that issue (and others) could be more managed and mastered and the EU and its citizens can easier get used to each other’s ways.  

What is obviously (not) running through the heads 
of the public
- Still a shortage of European thinking.  
- The EU itself has no incorporation. It looks as if activities are performed without arranging competences. 
- The idea that the Treaty pulls power away from national countries and that it takes the place of national constitutions.   
- Enlargement (in connection with security and immigration) and integration of Europe remains taken up as a threat (in stead of a strength).
- The Union is not necessary needful. The existing cooperation is sufficient to obtain goals. 
- Energy securing and security (immigration) are (good examples of) fields that have to be managed by a united Europe.
- A shortage of interest in the EU’s internal modifications.
of the European Institutions
- Still a shortage of European thinking.  
- Metamorphosis to a efficient and transparent organization.
- Power shiftings.
- Energy, immigration, enlargement.
Recommendations

- Use the presence of the period to inform about the why of the need, the when’s and the what’s of the (Treaty and) provisions.  

- Announce briefly the adaptions, make public on which was engaged after the “no’s” and mention the advantages of the adaptions.
- Stay in touch with the sense of reality.
E. (Erik) van der Kooij
FeelingEUROPE

Desk for European values and affairs.
www.feelingeurope.eu
contribute@feelingeurope.eu
